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Interactive whiteboard resources

Lesson 3 - Conservation of the little tern

Teachers lesson resources.

For more information on the little tern learning packs, accessible versions or on site
activity packs for school visits, please visit littleterns.denbighshirecountryside.org.uk
or call 01824 708313.

All learning packs are available for download in PDF format and accessible PDF versions.
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Interactive whiteboard resources

This document contains links, resources and assets for use in the little tern conservation lessons.

Video and animation assets

Introduction to the conservation of the little tern video (9 minutes)

Play this video about the conservation of the little tern at Gronant as an introduction to the lesson

Introduction to the little tern animation (1 minute 23 seconds)

Play this quick explainer animation to learners if they haven't already viewed it in lesson 1.

Conservation animation (1 minute 11 seconds)

Play this animation as an introduction to the lesson’s subject: conservation of the little tern.
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Press article

https://www.rhyljournal.co.uk/news/18559642.gronant-tern-conserva-
tion-work-caught-camera/

Gronant Tern conservation work
caught on camera

By Arron Evans, Reporter

THE work of protecting the Little Tern colony at Gronant has carried on over recent
months, despite the covid-19 outbreak, with Denbighshire Countryside Service
introducing safe working measures to protect the colony from human disturbance,
predation and extreme weather events.

Now a video, narrated by naturalist lolo Williams has been produced to highlight the
great conservation work going on at the location and charts the history of the five
year project from its start to present times.

The colony, the last remaining one of its kind in Wales, is amongst only a few
colonies across the UK implementing protection for the little terns this season,
making our efforts more important than ever. It is of vital importance that we
continue to protect the last little tern colony in Wales, despite these exceptional
circumstances faced during 2020.

The work is carried out by wardens with support from volunteers, but due to the
covid -19 restrictions, staff from Denbighshire Countryside Services have taken over
warden duties. To date, the counts of birds has been 300+, with 172 nests created
and many chicks are now appearing.

Councillor Tony Thomas, Cabinet Lead Member for Housing and Communities, said:
“At the very beginning of the season, fencing was put in by 3 members of staff whilst
working at a safe distance and implementing sanitation procedures to prevent any
potential cross contamination. In total we managed to construct 7 pens, with 2
additional areas of strap fencing which encapsulate areas of prime breeding habitat.
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“The team has faced a number of challenges, including quad bike users tearing up
the nesting areas of shingle, then came the storms and high tides that washed
away some of the nests, and there is the constant threat of predation from foxes
and kestrels. These issues have been addressed as best possible by the small
team, through police involvement, repairs to fencing under difficult conditions, and
having a daily warden presence to ward off predators and intrusive humans.

“It is on track for being a good season for the colony, thanks to the great efforts of
Denbighshire Countryside Service staff. They have overcome this year’s challenges
with the usual enthusiasm, willingness and a clear focus on protecting the Little
Tern colony for future generations.

“And what better way to celebrate the work on the project to date than having it
documented on video. The footage shows the little tern in its habitat and speaks
with volunteers that have been involved in the ground-breaking project. We hope
people enjoy the film and get a real taste of the project and the honour we have in
Denbighshire of being involved in such great conservation work.”

The video can be found at: https://youtu.be/HQsbVvOBNBY
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Press release
We Need You to help protect little terns at Gronant, North Wales

The little tern is the smallest and one of the rarest terns breeding in the British Isles.
They are easily recognised by a short tail, a white forehead and a yellow bill with a
small black tip.

Little terns begin arriving in mid-April to nest on sand or shingle beaches, spits or
small inshore islands around much of the British coastline. They return to Africa in
August.

Little tern numbers in Britain have been declining since the 1970s due to diminishing
suitable habitat, human disturbance, high tides and predation. To help protect little
terns, many colonies are extensively managed in Britain.

Gronant is the only little tern colony in Wales. Due to hard work by local volunteers,
it has become one of the most successful colonies in the British Isles. Last year,
volunteers helped Denbighshire Countryside Services by monitoring breeding birds,
talking to local beach users about the birds, constructing protective fencing and
scaring away predators. These dedicated volunteers gave 896 hours of their time
to help 99 little terns fledge at the site.

Denbighshire Countryside Service is a partner in the EU LIFE+ Nature Little Tern
Recovery Project lead by the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). This
project is a five-year partnership between 11 organisations working together to
ensure the long-term future of little terns in Britain.

Since 2013, through EU LIFE funding of the project, we have increased public
awareness, provided new equipment, employed extra wardens at sites and
introduced a colour-ringing programme. Through this programme we hope to
discover more about movements of little terns. So far we have seen birds ringed
at Blakeney and Winterton on the Norfolk coast resighted in Gambia.

For years little terns at Gronant have suffered heavily from kestrel predation.
In 2015 alone, we lost 3 adults, 33 chicks and 8 fledglings to kestrels.

During this year’s breeding season, the Welsh Ornithological Society (WOS) are
providing funding to try to solve this problem by supplying food for kestrels, as
an alternative food source to little terns. This technique is known as diversionary
feeding.
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Jack Slattery (LIFE+ Little Tern People Engagement Officer for Gronant) said, “We
are very pleased the WOS has provided funding for this project because kestrels
are one of the biggest threats to little terns at Gronant. We have decided to begin
diversionary feeding because success scaring away kestrels using starter pistols,
air horns and whistles is very limited. We enjoy seeing kestrels, but they are a huge
threat to little terns. We hope this project will help both species flourish.”

We welcome new volunteers to help protect this delightful, chattering seabird at
Gronant. Between Tuesday 3rd May and Thursday 5th May, we will be constructing
protective fencing from 10.00 until 15.00. If you would like to help with this or any
other work, please email littleterns@denbighshire.gov.uk or phone 01745 356197.

If you cannot volunteer, why not show your support by becoming a member of
the North Wales Little Tern Group. This community group helps protect little terns
in north Wales. For a £5 membership, you will receive a welcome pack, a regular
newsletter and an invitation to their end of season event. If you would like to
become a member, please email nwlittletern@gmail.com.
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Images of the little tern

Little Tern photograph taken by David Woodfall at Gronant in 2015

Conservation poster examples
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Feeding stations

Visitor hides and viewing area
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Glossary

Glossary of helpful words

The act of protecting and preserving animals, plants and their

. Conservation habitats from extinction and destruction.

ii. Conservationist Somebody who works to conserve wildlife and the environment.

iii. Habitat The natural home of an animal or plant.
: A number of birds of the same species that nest or roost in the
iv. Colony :
same site.
v. Extinct When a species of plant or animal no longer exists on the Earth.
Vi. Enda.ngered When a species is likely to become extinct.
species
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Year 5 - 6, newspaper article templates
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Year 3 - 6, poster template
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Use this to make your film plan
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Other web resources
Denbighshire Little Tern Project

North Wales Little Tern

North Wales Wildlife Trust

British Trust for Ornithology

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds

RSPB’s Wild Challenge award scheme provides a perfect framework for learning and is open to
all ages and abilities. Encourage your pupils to apply their curriculum knowledge outdoors in
nature and support them to develop resilience and agency.

RSPB Wild Challenge is an award programme containing 24 activities which can link to your
curriculum learning. You can choose the most relevant activities and each one helps children
to connect with and learn through nature. There are bronze, silver and gold awards to achieve
depending on how many activities you do.

rspb.org.uk/schoolswildchallenge

Welsh Government Digital Compliance Framework

Welsh Government National Literacy and Numeracy Framework Curriculum for Wales
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www.bto.org
www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/little-tern/
www.rspb.org.uk/schoolswildchallenge
hwb.gov.wales/storage/85f69bca-0134-426d-bff1-c46b4c1d067b/digital-competence-framework-your
hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008/national-literacy-and-numeracy-framework-curriculum-for-wales-2008-version
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Visit our website at

denbighshirecountryside.org.uk

littieterns- ttle terns at Gronant

to find out more about the li

denbighshire Q@

gwasanaeth cefn gwlad
countryside service

sir ddinbych N
\ Y50

sir ddinbych %
Llywodraeth Cymru d e n b I g Q 3'!‘19‘:3 v

Welsh Government.

These lesson plans were created for Denbighshire Countryside Services by
Splinter.co.uk, for the Well Connected project and funded by the Welsh Government.
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