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ess of the little tern
many reasons.

There are three main reasons.

They are: 3. Predation
2. Disturbance * The little terns are at risk from

1. Cli h | predators on the ground and air.
- Climate change * Adult terns leave the , .

. Rising seas chick if they are disturbed. These include:
| 5 ' An example of this is * Red fox * Crow
nereased storm events people walking their dogs « Kestrel . Weasel

* Coastal flooding and high near the nests. . _
winds can blow sand and * Herring gull * Peregrine falcon
bury eggs and young chicks. . Stoat - Badger
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We will learn how climate change and disturbance affect the
little tern in later lessons. Today'’s lesson is about

PREDATION
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Predation is when one animal, kills another
to eat it. The animal that kills the other is
called a PREDATOR

The animal that is killed is called the PREY.
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© Y called  CARNIVORE or PREDATOR.
p /’ P 7 g called a or .
o ;‘ // Predators are at the top of the food chain.
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Predators aren’t being mean!

They need to catch and eat other animals
to survive and feed their own babies, so
they grow up to be healthy.

They are a very important part of the
ecosystem as they help manage the whole
food chain, keeping the balance in nature.
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MAMMALS

For example red foxes, badgers, stoats and
weasels.

These mammals use their stealth and speed
to Kkill little terns and their chicks.

Foxes are nocturnal, which means they hunt
at night. A fox has very good night eyesight,
sense of smell and hearing, it can hear a
watch ticking 40 yards away.
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For example peregrine falcons, carrion
crows, kestrels and herring gulls.

These birds rely on their agility in the air,
speed and fantastic eyesight. The birds of
prey have sharp talons and hooked beaks
which they use to kill and tear their prey into
smaller pieces to eat.

However little terns are brave birds and will
act together to mob these larger birds in
order to protect their chicks.
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But...
Little terns are predators too!

They catch small fish, for example sand
eels, young herring, shrimps and other

invertebrates that live in the shallow sea.
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